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Background

Concerns brought to SCCAHS by FNGLA

Personal experiences among members

• Not enough employees
• People can’t pass drug tests
• People get addicted
• Come to work high, don’t show up

Workforce impact



What are 
opioids?



�Opioid Crisis



�Opioid Crisis



Situation

Rising incidence opioid use

Number prescriptions quadrupled 1999-2015 (CDC, 2017)

Easy physical addiction

Need larger quantities to produce effect (tolerance)

Number of deaths tripled 2000-2015 (CDC, 2017)

In Florida opioid deaths increased 35% 2015-2016 alone (FDLE, 2017)



Situation

Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention



Overdose

92,000 ER visits in 2014 53,000 hospitalizations 

Work is harder to 
get/do if 
using/misusing opioids

Absenteeism, 
accidents, wage loss

Trauma to children and 
families

Burden to medical and 
penal system



Rural areas

Higher rates in rural areas 

45% rural residents report directly affected by 
opioid abuse (Farm Bureau study, 2017)

74% in Ag industries report being affected by 
opioids (Farm Bureau study, 2017)

Rural areas have fewer resources to prevent, treat



What increases 
risk?

Chronic pain

Emotional 
pain/distress 

(including 
economic)

Rural location
History of 

abuse/family 
history

States without 
mandatory 
reporting



Why people 
misuse opioids

SAMHSA (2017) https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-
reports/NSDUHFFR2017/NSDUHFFR2017.pdf

https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-reports/NSDUHFFR2017/NSDUHFFR2017.pdf


Where do 
people who 
misuse get 

their opioids

SAMHSA (2017) https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-
reports/NSDUHFFR2017/NSDUHFFR2017.pdf

https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-reports/NSDUHFFR2017/NSDUHFFR2017.pdf


Treatment?

Hard to find, especially rural areas

Cost can be prohibitive, even if available

Often not enough is available/covered, especially follow-up

Medication assisted treatment has good results (methadone)

Need new coping (pain management, emotional coping)



Forces at play

NEED BETTER PAIN 
MANAGEMENT

PRESCRIBING –
EDUCATING 

DOCTORS

FL – VOLUNTARY 
PRESCRIPTION 

MONITORING (NOT 
MANDATORY)

MEDICATION 
DISPOSAL

DRUG COMPANIES DRUG CARTELS 
DEVELOPING NEW 

MARKETS

LIMITED RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE TO TREAT 
AND PREVENT, ESP. 

RURAL AREAS



Questions

How are Florida 
industries related to 
agriculture impacted 
by opioids?

Are there differences 
among industries?

Are there differences 
between owners and 
workers?

What about impact on 
families?

What roles do pain, 
stress and depression 
play in opioid use for 
this population?

What could help 
support our 
agricultural industries 
related to opioids?



Current study

Specific to Florida owners/workers in ag and 
nursery/landscape

Online survey (5-15 minutes); qualitative 
interviews next

Look at: opioid use; impact on workplace and 
family; depression, pain, and stress

To date 131 participants



Measures Used

Information on 
industry, owner/worker, 

location

Investigator generated 
opioid questions

Center for 
Epidemiological 

Studies Depression 
Scale, Revised (20 

questions)

Perceived Stress Scale 
(10 questions)

Short Form McGill Pain 
Questionnaire (15 

questions)



Participants

131 to date

56.5% own their business/43.5% work at a 
business

79 Nursery/landscape; 18 livestock; 31 
crops; 3 none of these



Preliminary 
results

High level of opioid use (over 54%)

Opioid use highly associated with reports of pain 
and depression (some stress)

75% prescribed due to work injury

High level of addiction to opioids among those 
who use (64%), a lot seek treatment (87%)



Depression 
and Opioid Use
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Pain and 
Opioid Use
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Stress and 
Opioid Use
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Preliminary 
results

Work fall-out from opioids: 

54% have 
work 

absences

46% quit 
or fired 
due to 

use

67% 
injured at 

work 
while 
using

62.5% 
hard to 
do daily 

tasks

Worker 
absences 

due to 
drug 

treatment

Less 
workplace 

productivity

Impacts 
worker 

turnover

Only 8.1% owners say opioids have NOT affected workforce; 
15% don’t know of any opioid OD among employees



Depression 
and Industry
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Pain and 
Industry
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Stress and 
Industry
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Opioid use and 
Industry
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Opioid 
addiction and 

Industry
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Limitations

Online survey concerns

Not capturing all people (esp. non-English, non-computer/Internet 
use, non-survey takers, etc.)

Would like more participants

Need qualitative follow-up

Only a single time point, can’t predict



http://www.sccahs.org/index.php/ag-health-safety-
topics/opioid-abuse/

�SCCAHS 
Resources



http://www.sccahs.org/index.php/fngla/

�SCCAHS 
Resources

http://www.sccahs.org/index.php/fngla/


SAMHSA 
Resources

https://dpt2.samhsa.gov/treatment/directory.aspx



SAMHSA 
Resources

https://dpt2.samhsa.gov/treatment/directory.aspx

� National Suicide Prevention Lifeline

� 1-800-273-TALK (8255)

� Free and confidential support for people in distress, 24/7.

� Behavioral Health Treatment Services Locator

� Find treatment facilities confidentially and anonymously, 24/7.

� National Helpline

� 1-800-662-HELP (4357)

� Treatment referral and information, 24/7.

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
tel:18002738255
https://findtreatment.samhsa.gov/
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/national-helpline
tel:18006624357


Center for 
Disease 

Control and 
Prevention 
Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/opioids/



Summary

Significant impact on agricultural industries, esp. 
nursery/landscape

Impact on labor availability, productivity

High levels addiction 

Pain and depression high association with use

Many prescribed due to work injuries



Contact 
Information
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�Gainesville, FL 32511-0310
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